from his home all normal frivolities; he certainly would
appear, like his granddaughter, to have had deep affections.
Of her father, John knew a little by hearsay and even less
by personal memory, her mother having divorced him
when she, John, was only three years old. She has told me
that in her opinion the enforced gloom of his home and
undue severity on the part of his father must have con-
tributed to his early-developed insubordination and subse-
quent dissipation. His ex-tutor, by name Begley, was John's
chief informant regarding her father when she grew to
maturity and I think the picture was further filled in by her
mother's implacable and indelible animosity.
John learned and told me that her father's childhood and
adolescence were punctuated by scenes and disagreement
with his father. Mr. Begley, however, had loved him
dearly, and a personality by no means unlovable emerges
from his narrative,
Radclyfie RadclyfFe-Hall (as I know by photographs
which show a very strong resemblance to his daughter)
was extremely handsome. Blue-eyed, fair, not tall but well-
built, with beautiful hands and feet. He adored animals,
was a fine horseman and was always surrounded by dogs,
especially poodles, which he is said to have trained to an
almost incredible degree of understanding and behaviour.
He claimed that one of his poodles, in an emergency, could
and did make use of a chamber pot! - and there is a sug-
gestion here that he had a sense of humour. He also loved
the sea and in later life lived much aboard a small yacht. He
had some talent for both music and painting, but seems to
have lacked industry or perseverance in any direction.
Such of his paintings as I have seen were definitely poor in
quality, and, at any rate after his father's death, he was a
rich man and earning was no inducement to industry. So
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